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The Wonder of Seeing

Dick Inns had the following article in a
“Weekend Encounter”. | thought it was an
excellent analogy of Christianity.

“Recently | heard a story from an
ophthalmologist. He had become
friendly with a man who early in life
from an accident lost his vision. The
doctor wanted to help him with new
technology. The man was hesitant
because he had had surgery in the
past that was not successful, and it
was such a letdown. However the
doctor convinced him to try new
laser surgery. When the bandages
were removed he could see, and
since the patient had never seen a
sunrise the doctor arranged to take
him to an area where he could see
the sunrise coming up out of the
water. They went while it was still
dark so he could see all of the colors
developing as the sun came up. The
patient was blown away and tears
came to his eyes. Then he asked the
doctor, "Where is everyone? With
such unbelievable beauty why were
not thousands of his fellow human
beings there to see this magnificent
sight?"

As Christians we have just experienced the
wonder of Easter, through which we are

reminded of God’s awesome love for humanity.

And yet we live in a world where many people
have not experienced God’s love, they are
blind to it because no one has shared it with
them. If and when they are ever introduced to
God and experience God’s awesome love and
amazing grace they too wonder where the
crowds are, much like the blind man in the

story. Who will tell them? How will they ever
know?

The “Great Commission” in Matthew 28:19-20
tells us:

“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in & the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age."”

We realize that we are called to share the good
news. During the lead up to Easter this year |
observed numerous attempts of churches to
persuade me to attend their services. There
were slick add pieces mailed to my address,
there were door hangers left on my door
handle, there were television adds sponsored
by another denomination.

Interestingly, | did not receive anything from
the Disciples of Christ, or any church affiliated
with the Disciples of Christ. Many would argue
that such advertising is too costly. That may
be true for individual churches; however, if we
pooled our money together, as in the Central
Area, and purchased generic ads for all
Disciples churches, we would be able to
purchase some TV time or some nice ad slicks.

| would like for us to ponder this united ad
campaign this year and consider making this a
project of the Central area churches as we
strive to be faithful to the “Great Commission”

In Christ’s service,
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Joe Wingfield, Central Area Moderator



Regional Assembly will have many different opportunities for all age groups of Oklahoma Disciples to
worship, study, participate in hands on mission work and to fellowship with one another. If you would
like more information or to register for the state-wide gathering of Disciples, visit our website at:
www.okdisciples.org or contact, Dorothy Coy Light, dcoylight@okdsiciples.org; 405/528-3577.

UPCOMING EVENTS...

April 10-Central Area Disciple Men, 6pm
First Christian Church, Moore

629 NW 12" Street

Central Area Disciple Men will have their
guarterly meeting; a dinner and entertainment
by Ron Pennington.

Dinner is $6 per person and the menu is:
Steak Burgers, Chips, Homemade Potato
Salad, Baked Beans, Cookies and Cakes (and
yes, you can have 2nds!)

Contact FCC/Moore no later than April 7" with
your count-kristi@fccmoore.orq; 794-6166 or
contact the Oklahoma Disciple Center
imclendon@okdisciples.org; 528-3577.

April 12-PREVIEW, 8:30am-1pm
First Christian Church
200 East Fifth Street, Claremore

April 19-PREVIEW, 8:30am-1pm
Central Christian Church
223 East Broadway, Fairview

For more information about PREVIEW, visit the
Christian Church in Oklahoma website at
www.okdisciples.org or contact Rev. Loma
Sullivan, Isullivan@okdisciples.orq; 405/528-
3577.




April 10-17
Dominican Republic Mission Trip

Please be in prayer for Oklahoma Disciples
and those they minister with during this mission
trip. For more information on how you can
help, contact Rev. Charles Hattendorf,
chattendorf@okdisciples.org; 405/528-3577.

April 17, 10 am

Central Area Cabinet Meeting
Oklahoma Disciples Center
301 NW 36™, Okla. City

April 17, 10:30 am

Central Area Pastors Gathering
Oklahoma Disciples Center
301 NW 36™, Okla. City

April 19-Sharefest 2008

What is ShareFest? It's a city wide event
demonstrating the love of Christ to our
community. The purpose of ShareFest is to
meet the real needs of the community;
demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ in
practical, tangible ways and to build
relationships among church and community
leaders to serve more effectively in our city.
“Let you light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in
Heaven”.-Matthew 5:16.

For more information: www.sharefestokc.org

April 22, 9:30 am
Central Area Disciple Women

First Christian Church, Midwest City
Corner of Reno and Anderson Road

2008 Central Christian Camp Dates & Fees

Friendship Camp: June 9-13
(Participants selected by directors & pastors)
Chi Rho I: June 15-20

(Completed grades 6 & 7), $240
Discovery I: June 20-22

(Completed grades 2 & 3), $133
CYF Conference: June 22-27

(Completed grades 10, 11, & 12), $262
Junior I*: June 23-27

(Completed grades 3, 4 & 5), $232
Mid-High: June 28-July 3

(Completed grades 8 & 9), $262
Junior 11*: July 7 -11

(Completed grades 3, 4 & 5), $232
Discovery II: July 11-13

(Completed grades 2 & 3), $133
Chi Rho II: July 13-18

(Completed grades 6 & 7), $240
* Junior Camp registrations close at 75
campers

The deadline to reqgister for all summer
camps is May 31, 2008!

Registrations postmarked after this date will be
assessed a $45 late fee per camper. Late
registrations will automatically be placed on a
waiting list contingent on housing and camp
staff availability, and will be notified if space
becomes available. *Some camps may be at
maximum capacity by this date, so register
early! For more info: 800/561-0125.

Golf Tournament
Crown Heights Christian Church

For more information, contact Crown Heights
Christian Church, 405/528-5568.



July 17-20

Sessions 2008

First Christian Church, Edmond
www.sessions2008.org

Sessions 2008 is a gathering of Disciple men
from across The United States and Canada
and will be hosted by Oklahoma Disciple men
this year. This gathering of Disciple men will
include workshops, bible study, worship,
*tours, golfing, Redhawks baseball game and
fellowship with one another. *(Choice of one
tour selection will be: Okla. City National
Memorial and Museum, Western Heritage
Museum and Cowboy Hall of Fame or
Oklahoma City Art Museum). This is an event
that all Oklahoma Disciple men of each
congregation are encouraged to attend. Mark
your calendars and get your registration in
today! Early bird registration discount ends

May 1st and full price reqistration ends
June 15",

Other News & Information

Central Oklahoma/Susan G. Komen for the Cure-“Sprin
April 5 (Downtown OKC, 9am; Tinker Area, 11 am)
April 19 (Earlywine Park, 9am; Chickasha, 11am)

April 26 (Edmond, 9am; Guthrie, 11am)
May 3 (Bethany, 9am; North Side, 11 am)

(Mission Trip 2007, Greensburg, KS)

September 21-26, 2008
Fall Adult Mission Trip
Greensburg, Kansas

The recovery effort is still ongoing in the
Greensburg, KS area and Oklahoma Disciples
will go in 2008 to help in the rebuilding.
Mission trip participants will be staying at First
Christian Church, Pratt, KS (about 70 miles
west of Wichita) while working in Greensburg,
KS. For more information about going or how
you can help, please contact Tom Russell,
tomrusselll@cox.net

First Christian Church, Edmond-Spring

Plant Sale - The youth are selling TLC cards to
help fund their summer mission trip to
Recreation in North Carolina. The cards are
$20.00 and can be used for all goods (plants,
trees, fertilizer, and dirt) but not for landscaping
services. Cards will be available until May 11.
The cards make great Gifts for Mother's Day or
Administrative Assistants Day in April! For
more information or to purchase a card,
contact Janet Caldwell at 348-4478.

g Into Shape”

Participate at the local YMCA closest to you to “Spring Into Shape” with free breast health programs,
hear from fitness experts and tour the facilities all for free. This is for members and non-members of
the YMCA as we promote year-round health and fitness. To learn more about this program contact:




Week of Compassion
Adult Mission Trip, Feb/2008

How does God provide? It seems to work best
when he reaches in my checkbook and yours.
We had $1 for $1 matching funds up to $5000
to help with building funds for the WOC
mission trip. We received gifts of over $18,000
to give to the building effort with Habitat for
Humanity in Jackson County, Beaumont/Port
Arthur, TX area. WOW!!

This money came in gifts of $10, $25, $50 and
up. (Over 30 churches were represented in the
gifts that made this mission building possible,
including church friends from other states.)
Disciple churches that gave over $1000 to the
building costs:

First Christian Church, Geary
Northwest Christian Church, OKC
New Covenant Christian Church,
OKC

Western Oaks Christian Church, OKC
Southern Hill Christian Church,
Edmond

Forest Park Christian Tulsa, OK
Any unnamed church | might have
missed

Special thanks _to all who prayed, gave of their
time, gave up their comforts of home, took
vacation time, and gave money to make this a
special Week of Compassion in Mission.

Tom Russell, Trip Coordinator

April 19 “Day of Remembrance”

Oklahoma City National Memorial
Remembering the 1995 bombing of the Murrah
building at 9am; ABC’s Bob Woodruff shares
“Surviving Terrorism”; music; and a reading of
the victims’ names. For more information:
www.oklahomacitynationalmemorial.org; 888/542-

4673.

Keep It Green: Don't leave environmentally
friendly ways behind while traveling. The
Environmental Protection Agency provides tips
for eco-travel, such as: Stop or donate
newspapers while you're gone. Take partially
used hotel toiletries with you when checking
out and use them at home. Pack travel snacks
in reusable containers. Try to rent an
alternative-fuel vehicle. Only take the visitor
center brochures you need and then recycle
them later. For more conservation tips, log on
to:
www.epa.gov/epaoswer/osw/conserve/2006news/12-
travel.htm.

Orange Barrel Alert: Summer Roadwork
(Terri Angier, Chief of Public Affairs, Oklahoma
Department of Transportation, article from
Home & Away-Mar/Apr 2008 issue).

With the beginning of summer just around the
corner, the travel season kicks into full swing,
as does the highway construction season and
hopefully, heightened awareness in and
around highway work zones. Several projects
on the books this spring and summer
throughout Oklahoma will make travel easier
and safer for drivers. But remember: When
you see the orange barrels, be cautious.
Throughout the state, cable barriers are being
installed on Interstates and major highways.
Nearly 270 miles of cable barrier are planned,
with about half of the miles under construction
or finished. Crews are working to widen 1-44 in
Tulsa and Lawton and resurfacing 1-40 in
Muskogee County and Caddo County. In Okla.
City, construction will continue to affect
motorists on 1-235 at 36" Street and at
Memorial Road. North of Okla. City, workers
are repaving 1-35 near Stillwater and rebuilding
a series of bridges on that highway near Perry.
Oklahoma is blessed with more miles of the
original Route 66 than any other state. The
Mother Road will be among those improved
this summer: Two different construction
projects are planned for the El Reno area just
east of US Hwy 81. Two other bridge
replacement projects are scheduled for
northeast of Tulsa in Rogers and Craig
Counties.




Churches seeking...

Southern Hills Christian Church, Edmond has an opening for a Summer

Internship in Children and Youth Ministries. For more information about this position contact:
405/341-0766, Tara Thompson, tara@shccedmond.org; Geoff Brewster, geoff@shccedmond.org.

CENTRAL AREA CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCHES 2008

Please ask your congregation to be in prayer each week for the following congregations:

April 6, 2008

April 13, 2008

April 20, 2008

April 7, 2008

May 4, 2008

May 11, 2008

May 18, 2008

May 25, 2008

June 1, 2008

June 8, 2008

June 15, 2008

June 22, 2008

June 29, 2008

July 6, 2008

July 13, 2008

July 20, 2008

July 27, 2008

August 3, 2008

August 10, 2008

August 17, 2008

August 24, 2008

August 31, 2008

Sept. 7, 2008

Sept.14, 2008

Sept. 21, 2008

Sept. 28, 2008

Okla. City-Crown Heights

Okla. City-East Sixth Street
Okla. City-First Christian Church
Okla. City-New Hope

Okla. City-Hillcrest

Okla. City-Iglesia Cristiana
Okla. City-Memorial Christian
Okla. City-New Covenant

Okla. City-New Vessels

Okla. City-Northwest Christian
Okla. City-Putnam City Christian
Okla. City-Village Christian
Okla. City-Western Oaks

Okla. City-Wildewood
Perry-First Christian Church
Ponca City-Community Christian
Ponca City-First Christian Church
Ponca City-Woodlands
Prague-First Christian Church
Purcell-First Christian Church
Shawnee-First Christian Church
Stillwater-First Christian Church
Stroud-First Christian Church
Yukon-First Christian Church
Yukon-West Point
Calumet-First Christian Church

Parker Cross, Kinsie Mahaffey, Summer Powers, Marilynn Knott
Jesse Jackson

Kevin Adams, Jeff Hamilton, Josh Cole
Pastor

Tom Harrison, Larry Hildebrant
Pedro-Pablo Castaneda, Alex Castaneda
Peggy Farris, Loretta Dene Payne, Marilyn Lanphier
Tim Pool, Scott Richards

Boyze Edwards

Zena McAdams

Jim Gladney

Amy Rogers

John Regan

Bill Simms, Janet Daniels, David Carter
Martin Foster, Matt Meister

Mark Lyon

Larry Metzger, Teresa Benson

Paul Krueger

Allen Gharet

Bill Shields

Ray Belford, Janet Peery

Rick Hendricks, Sondra Ladd

Paul Ragle

Don Gibson

Keith Spaulding

Tim Clausing

Central Area Newsletter is published six (6) times a year* on the months that the Oklahoma Christian
is not published. If your congregation has an upcoming event or item of interest that you would like to
share with other churches and laity of the Central Area, please email your news to Joyce McLendon,

imclendon@okdisciples.org; 405/528-3577.

*(February, April, June, August, October, and December)

Christian Church in Oklahoma (Disciples of Christ)
Oklahoma Disciple Center
301 NW 36" Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73118-8661
405/528-3577, Toll Free: 1/888/528-6552 (Okla.)
Fax: 405/528-3584
Website: www.okdisciples.org



