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National Convocation Hosted by Oklahoma Disciples a  Big Success! 
 

       
 

(L-R: Kay Jewell, Jack Sullivan, Joshua Leu and Tom Jewell  
Aug. 1, Sunday morning worship service at New Hope Christian 
Church, Oklahoma City) 
 

The success of the National Convocation held in 
Oklahoma City on July 29 through August 1, 
2010 was due to the planning and work of 
Disciples on the General, Regional and Local 
levels.  Local arrangements coordinator for the 
Convocation was The Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr. 
Pastor of East Sixth Street Christian Church, 
Oklahoma City.   Kudos goes to Rev. Jackson 
for his dedication and faithful work to make this 
Convocation an overwhelming success. East 
Sixth Street received the award for most 
members registered (70), most young adults 
registered (24), and second place in the liturgical 
banner competition.  
 

Oklahoma Disciples were pleased and honored 
to be the host state for this Convocation. We 
were honored to have the General Church 
represented by General Minister and President, 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins and General Church 
Moderator, Mr. Larry Brown and Mrs. Diana 
Brown at the National Convocation.   
 

The Regional Church was well represented by 
Rev. Thomas R. Jewell, Regional Church 
Pastor, Rev. Loma Sullivan, Associate Regional 
Pastor, Rev. Gary Mitchell, Associate Regional 
Pastor, Rev. Leslie Dotson, Associate Regional 
Pastor, Pastor Jean Scott Gauldin, Regional 
Church Pastoral Assistant and Ms. Joyce 
McLendon, Regional Church Administrative 
Assistant. 

 
Thank you to Central Area pastors and 
congregations hosting National Convocation 
guest pastors in the pulpit for Sunday worship 
on August 1st: 
 

Edmond-Southern Hills Christian Church and Sr. 
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Gary Byrkit hosted Dr. Preston 
Adams and Dr. Claude Walker; Edmond Trinity 
Christian Church and Rev. Don Heath hosted 
Dr. Del Timen; Okla. City-Crown Heights 
Christian Church and Sr. Pastor, Rev. Parker 
Cross hosted Marilynn Fiddmont; Okla. City-
East Sixth St. Christian Church and Rev. Jesse 
Jackson at the Cox Convention Center hosted 
Dr. Frank Thomas and Rev. Ramoune Burton, 
University Christian Church; New Hope Christian 
Church and Rev. Joshua Leu hosted Dr. Jack 
Sulllivan; Northwest Christian Church and Rev. 
Dr. Zena McAdams hosted Rev. R. Wayne 
Calhoun; New Vessels Christian Church, Rev. 
Boyze Edwards and Village Christian Church, 
Rev. Amy Rogers jointly hosted Dr. Eric Brown; 
Wildewood Christian Church and Sr. Pastor, 
Rev. William Simms hosted Rev. Cynthia Hale 
and Rev. Titus James.  
 

 
 

(National Convocation Choir made up of Oklahoma Disciples 
under the direction of David Carter, Wildewood Music Director.) 
 

The Regional Church letterhead reads…”Better 
Together!!! Oklahoma Disciples in Faithful 
Mission!”....the success of the National 
Convocation of Churches hosted by Oklahoma 
Disciples shows that to be true. 



  
Central Christian Camp is overflowing with 
the Spirit of Christ this summer!  More than 
450 Disciple campers have experienced the 
fun, fellowship and power of camp this 
summer.  From boating to fishing to worship 
and small group time, campers discovered 
new ways to connect with each other and 
God.  Volunteer directors and counselors 
worked tirelessly to provide a first class 
camping experience.   

Make Promises Happen, our ministry 
serving children and adults with special 
needs, has also served record numbers this 
summer.  In the fall, we plan to hold another 
Open House for ministers and youth 
leaders.  We certainly hope you will attend 
and discover what is new and exciting about 
Central Christian Camp.   
 
Even though summer will soon pass, we 
look forward to the challenge of improving 
the experience next year as we continue to 
“Change Lives-One Camp at a Time”.   
 
If you have questions, please contact 
Spencer Bowen, Executive Director, 
405/282-2811 or John Gauldin, Board 
President, 405/844-0413. 

 
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CAMP SUMMER SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

When I became a member of the Central 
Christian Camp Board one of my main goals 
was to lower the cost of camp and conference 
for our Disciples youth.  I found that many 
people in our churches have no idea what a five 
day trip cost.  The average cost is about $250. 
 When I discovered the average cost at Falls 
Creek for the same period was about half of 
ours - $120, I really felt there was a need for our 
churches to step up to address this huge cost 
difference. 
 

The program that we developed is very simple 
and would cost individuals very little. If each 
church in the Central Area would get only five of 
their members to pledge an extra $10 a month 
to lower the cost of camp fees this would 
generate $28,200.  Broken down, this is 5 x $10 
a month = $50 a month x 12 months = $600 x 47 
churches = $28,200.  (If we could do the same 
thing in the Northwest Area, it would equal 
$23,400. or a grand total of $51,600.)  
 

The Disciples Men in the Central Area have 
been working on this program as a mission 
project for our men.  We feel like helping youth 
who might not be able to afford camp is vital to 
the future of our denomination in Oklahoma.  In 
talking with many ministers and church leaders, I 
have found that attending church camp has 
been a huge influence on their decision to 
become a minister.   This tells me that camp is 

well worth the small cost.  (Who knows, we 
might be sending our next regional pastor to 
camp.)  We do not want to leave one child 
behind. 
 

Again this fund is above  any funding your 
church is currently allocating to camp or your 
church campers.  Maybe your church doesn't 
have any campers now, but who knows, if we 
lower the cost by $100 we might create more 
interest and what a great mission project this 
could be for your church.  
 

One way to keep funding straight is to write a 
separate check each month to your church 
noting (camp pledge) and then have your church 
turn in the funds monthly or quarterly to the 
Central Christian Camp and Conference Center. 
  

We are asking and we are praying that your 
church will make this a mission project, and 
remember: you can have more than five 
members pledge, (one church has 25)!  For 
more information, contact 405.818,7633 or 
405.324.5097.  
 
LEAVE NO CHILD BEHIND!   
 

Wayne Nivin  
Past President, Central Area Disciple Men 
      



Central Area, Regional and General Church Events & News… 
 

 
 

Support the Habitat for Humanity Unity Build 
by donating gently used books before 
August 20, 2010 to Crown Heights Christian 
Church.  The books will be offered for sale 
on August 20th with proceeds going to 
benefit the upcoming Habitat for Humanity 
Unity Build that Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma will be 
participating in along with other 
denominational churches in the greater 
Oklahoma City metro area.    
 

For information about the book sale, contact: 
Crown Heights Christian Church, 405/528-
5568. 
 

For information about the Unity Build, 
contact: Tom Russell, tomrussell1@cox.net; 
405/946-3330.  
 

Don’t forget to shop for books  
on August 20 th ! 

 

 
Aug. 6 DMF & Special Day Offering 
Contributions for July due to OGMP Treasury 
Services 
 
Aug. 7-Aug. 8, Rummage Sale 
First Christian Church, Guthrie 
 

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the mission 
and ministries of the church.  For information, 
contact: 405/282-4080 
 
Aug. 10, 8:30am-2pm, Book Sale  
Crown Heights Christian Church 
4020 N Western, Okla. City 
 

Book sale proceeds will benefit the Habitat for 
Humanity Unity Build.  For more information, 
contact Crown Heights Christian Church, 
405/528-5568. 
 
 

 
 
Aug. 10, 7pm, Unity Matters 
Meeting 
William Branch Center 
 

Chris Hearn (Habitat) will attend and 
help plan/discuss details of the Sept. 

25th Unity build. For information on how you &/or 
your church can help, please attend the meeting 
or contact: Tom Russell, tomrussell1@cox.net  
 
Aug. 24, 9:30am 
Central Area Disciple Women 
First Christian Church, 402 E Noble, Guthrie 
 
Sept. 8 DMF & Special Day Offering 
Contributions for August due to OGMP 
Treasury Services  
 
Sept. 12, 11am, 116th Anniversary Worship 
Celebration, West Point Christian Church 
1600 S Richland Road, Yukon 
 

You are cordially invited to celebrate the 116th 
anniversary of West Point Christian Church.   
The Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Jewell, Regional 
Pastor, will preach the word during Sunday 
morning worship service and a fellowship dinner 
will be held after worship service.  For more 
information, contact West Point Christian 
Church: 405/818-9199     
 
Sept. 25 Habitat for Humanity Unity Build 
 
Sept. 26 & Oct. 3 Reconciliation Special Day 
Offerings 
 
October 1-31 Ministerial Appreciation Month 
 
Oct. 3 World Communion Sunday 

 
Oct. 9, 9am-4pm  
Craft Bazaar 
Del City Christian Church 
4340 SE 15th St, Del City 
 

Del City Christian Church’s 
Disciples Women’s group will be hosting a Craft 
Bazaar and booth rental space is available for 
crafters &/or church groups that would like to 
participate.    
 

For more information, please contact the church 
office at 405/677-2706.   



Oct.15, 10am-6pm, Oct 16, 9am-3pm 
Fall Arts/Crafts Show 
Faith Community Christian Church 
100 S Choctaw Road, Choctaw 
 
Faith Community Christian Church will be 
hosting a Fall Crafts Show and table rental 
space is available for other vendors &/or 
church groups that would like to participate.   
Table rental space is $30 if you want to rent 
a table or you bring your own table for $25.  
For more information, contact: Janice 
Southwick, 405/732-2906.   
 
Oct. 17, 3pm, Central Area Disciple Men 
First Christian Church 
1625 N Broadway Ave, Shawnee 
 
Central Area Disciple men and their spouses 
or significant others are invited to attend an 
afternoon of food, fellowship and fun.  
Please call the church by Oct. 14th with your 
reservations: 405/275-1519.  (Yes, Disciple 
Men are trying something different---they are 
meeting on a Sunday afternoon instead of 
their usual evening meeting.) 
 

Oct. 26, 9:30am Central Area Disciple 
Women 
Del City Christian Church 
4340 SE 15th St, Del City 
 

 
 

July 9-13, 2011 
General Assembly  

Nashville, TN  
 

For more information, visit the 
General Church website, 

www.disciples.org 
 

 

 

Churches Seeking…  
 

Southern Hills Christian Church, Edmond , is seeking qualified applicants to fill the position of 
Music Director.  Southern Hills Christian Church is an equal opportunity employer.  Interested 
applicants should provide: educational history, employment record, references and background 
check authorization.  This part-time position offers a salary range of $15,000 to $18,000 per 
annum.  Applications should be addressed to Tom Martin, Chairman, Music Director Search 
Committee, 3207 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK  73013.  
 
Other items of interest….  
 

 
Rev. Aaron Krueger was welcomed as Assistant Minister at Crown 
Heights Christian Church, Okla. City on Sunday, July 11th by Senior 
Pastor, Rev. Parker Cross and congregational members.  
(Rev. Parker Cross, Rev. Aaron Krueger, L-R) 
 

  
Spencer Bowen, Executive Director of Central Christian 
Camp & Conference Center, recently qualified for the USA 
Triathlon Team and is currently representing The United 
States in an international competition in Germany. 



A SKIL Pantry Open House was recently held to honor five of the 
original SKIL (Supporting Kids in Independent Living).  Rev. Jeff 
Hamilton, who was honored at the Open House, has served on 
the Board since its inception in 1998 and currently serves as 
Associate Pastor of First Christian Church, Okla. City.  
(YSOC CEO Debbie Forshee, SKIL Advisory Board Members: 

 Lois Pokorny, Tamara Hermen, Rev. Jeff Hamilton ,SKIL Director, Maureen Kelley (L-R)) 

 
 

 
Update on New Endowment Funds 

 
New endowment funds established since last summer, together with their formal 
stated purpose: 
 
CENTRAL CAMP SUSAN SHIELDS  
(January 2010) 
 
Established by the board of Central 
Christian Camp in memory and 
appreciation of Susan Shields many 
contributions and gifts of time, talent 
and treasure as an employee and 
volunteer at Central Oklahoma 
Christian Camp and Conference 
Center, Guthrie, Oklahoma 
 
DORAN & JEAN MYERS 
ENDOWMENT (October 2009) 
 
A memorial fund to undergird the 
programs and staff of the Christian 
Church in Oklahoma. 

FUND FOR EDUCATION OF 
CLERGY & LAITY  (October 2009) 
 
To create congregational structures of 
fiscal transparency and accountability 
through the education of clergy and 
laity.  To influence individuals to 
examine their spiritual values of 
giving. 
 
MARY E HATTENDORF MEMORIAL 
ENDOWMENT (April 2010) 
To provide support for the music 
ministry of First Christian Church, 
Midwest City, Oklahoma. 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to make a contribution to one of these endowment funds or if you 
have questions about establishing an endowment fund, please contact The 

Oklahoma Disciples Foundation, Dr. Vicki Rose, 
vrose@okdisciplesfoundation.org; 888-525-6530. 

 
 



 

CENTRAL AREA CHURCHES PRAYING FOR CHURCHES 2010 
Please ask your congregation to be in prayer each w eek for the following congregations: 
 
Aug. 1 Stroud-First Christian Church Paul Ragle 
Aug. 8 Yukon-First Christian Church Debi Powell Maxwell 
Aug.15 Yukon-West Point Christian Church Keith Spaulding 
Aug 22 Regional Church Tom Jewell, Gary Mitchell, Loma Sullivan, Leslie Dotson, Billie Lee 
  Jean Scott Gauldin, Richard Keith, Laura Townsley, Joyce McLendon 
Aug. 29 Calumet-First Christian Church Tim Clausing 
Sept. 5 Carney-Carney Christian Church Jackie Roberts 
Sept. 12 Chandler-First Christian Church Christine Bell 
Sept. 19 Choctaw-Faith Community CC Chris Muse 
Sept. 26 Cushing-First Christian Church Larry Haney, Ish Engle 
Oct. 3 Del City-Del City Christian Church Wes Collier 
Oct. 10 Edmond-Edmond Trinity CC Don Heath 
Oct. 17 Edmond-First Christian Church Chris Shorow, Jerry Black, Greg Bunton 
Oct. 24 Edmond-Southern Hills CC Gary Byrkit, Jenny Wynn, Tara Thompson 
Oct. 31 El Reno-First Christian Church Ronnie Fields, Tara Dew 
Nov. 7 Geary-First Christian Church Truman Ferguson 
Nov. 14 Guthrie-First Christian Church Dennis Clark, Karen Allen 
Nov. 21 Kaw City-First Christian Church Richard Fenton 

 
 

 
 

Christian Church in Oklahoma (Disciples of Christ) 
Oklahoma Disciple Center 

301 NW 36th Street, Oklahoma City, OK  73118-8661 
405/528-3577, Toll Free: 1/888/528-6552 (Okla.) 

Fax: 405/528-3584; Website:  www.okdisciples.org 
 
The Central Area Newsletter is published six (6) times a year.* If you know someone that would like to receive the 
newsletter or if your congregation has an upcoming event or item of interest that you would like to share with other 
churches and laity of the Central Area, please email, jmclendon@okdisciples.org 
 
*(February, April, June, August, October, and December) 
 
 
 
Other Regional Church Yahoo Groups: 
 

Laity -This group receives news, events and other information of interest to Oklahoma Disciples.  Contact Pastor Jean Scott 
Gauldin, jscottgauldin@okdisciples.org or Joyce McLendon, jmclendon@okdisciples.org if you would like to join this group. 
 

Oklahoma Disciple Women newsletter-This group receives a quarterly newsletter instead of the President’s mailing.  If you 
would like to receive this newsletter, contact Rev. Loma Sullivan, lsullivan@okdisciples.org or Joyce McLendon, 
jmclendon@okdisciples.org.  
 
In addition, you can now receive The Oklahoma Christian newspaper online instead of by postal mail.  If you would like to 
receive The Oklahoma Christian by email, please contact Pastor Jean Scott Gauldin, jscottgauldin@okdisciples.org.    
  
 

 
 


